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SECRET/SENSITIVE June 24, 1971 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DR. KISSINGER 

FROM: W. R. SMYS 

SUBJECT: Tho ! s Airport Arrival Statement 

Tho's statement strikes me as a holding action. It opens no doors 
and it closes none. 

It was somewhat tough in the sense that he attacked the President for 
pursuing a policy of "war and aggression, M but that is normal. It also 
gave nothing away, neither promising release of prisoners (which would 
have created great domestic pressures for us) nor reiterating the inadequate 
’’discussion” promise (which would have closed the issue). The ”He will 
see what will happen” has a familiar ring. 

Tho was also, however, quite carefully suggestive of potential move- 
ment. He said that he had nothing new in his pocket n for the time being” 
and that one of the reasons he was back was because the stituation warrants 
it. More curiously, he did not absolutely demand a date. Instead, he said 
this question was ”timely” and that ”the American people and American 
political figures” are raising it, (Of Course, he does not need to raise 
this demand because the press does it for him, ) 

A curious element is his suggestion that he will not meet with Bruce in 
private. That is hardly intended to be courteous to Bruce, but it will help 



SECRET/SENSITIVE 


< Authority 
/ „ . 


DECLASSIFIED 

FoJ^SSL 

3-9 





SECRET/SENSITIVE 


Z 


us counter some charges of neglect when we make personnel shifts. 

I have not yet seen Thuy’s full text. The press and the immediate 
summary indicate that he was very tough on the President for the policies 
pursued by the Eisenhower Administration and also for the present policies. 
But I do not know what he said on the substance of the issues. I assume 
from Tho that nothing Thuy said should be read to close our options. 
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